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Abstract

The professional growth trajectory of Thai civil servant teachers today primarily involves producing
work to achieve advancement in their professional status. Currently, there remains a disproportionately low
number of teachers holding the status of "expert" compared to those classified as "specialized teachers."
Existing studies addressing the experiences of teachers who have attained expert status are limited.
Consequently, this research seeks to answer the question: "What are the professional experiences of
teachers holding expert status?" The objectives of this study are: (1) to explore the professional experiences
of expert-status teachers, and (2) to analyze the identity of expert-status teachers through narratives of
their professional experiences. This study employs a qualitative research methodology, focusing on narrative
inquiry. The researcher collected narrative accounts from five selected expert-status teachers using semi-
structured interviews for in-depth exploration. The interview data were analyzed through thematic analysis
using an inductive approach to derive findings from the participants' professional experience narratives.
The research identified six core themes revealed in the narratives: (1) being a teacher "dedicated to
students," (2) being a teacher "who is a learner," (3) being a teacher "who accumulates experience," (4) being
a "model teacher," (5) being a "good civil servant teacher," and (6) being an "expert teacher," who possesses
knowledge as a means to protect their official status and dignity. Additionally, the study uncovered three
aspects of identity reflected in the narratives: (1) the identity of a teacher with a deep sense of
professionalism, (2) the identity of a highly capable civil servant teacher, and (3) the identity of a teacher
who embodies human dignity and honor. The findings of this research also reflect the empowerment of
highly capable civil servant teachers, enabling them to assert themselves and negotiate more effectively
with state authority. Simultaneously, the narratives reveal instances of "contesting" the power held by
superiors and stories of "exploiting loopholes" within the bureaucratic system for personal advantage and
survival in the profession. Furthermore, the research aims to unveil pathways for reforming the system and
underlying philosophies concerning civil service practices and professional advancement, based on the
perspectives of long-serving civil servant teachers. This serves as a policy recommendation for the state to
consider adjustments that align with the role of educational development through a professional

advancement system responsive to national changes.

Keywords: Narrative inquiry, Teaching professional Experiences: Expert Teacher Civil Servants,

Discourse on Educational Development
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